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Late 1860’s, the first  
commercial strawberries  
grown and sold in the Pajaro  
Valley

Early 1900’s, berries farmed in  
the Pajaro Valley delivered to  
freight trains

In 1904, Joseph “Ed” Reiter  
and his brother-in-law, Richard  
"Dick" Driscoll began growing  
strawberries

In 1940, a group of growers  
founded The Strawberry  
Institute for researching and  
breeding superior varieties of  
strawberries

1950, Driscoll Strawberry  
Associates, Inc. was founded  
to market premium, fresh,  
California strawberries

In 1937, Joseph “Ed” Reiter and 
his son  Joe Reiter, along with 
Earl  Goldsmith, began 
producing  raspberries

Driscoll’s history
A fourth generation family owned business with over 100 years of farming heritage



Why is the PET clamshell the ubiquitous berry 
packaging?



The Challenge



PET Recycling and Intrinsic Viscosity (IV)

* Virgin PET resin has an IV of 0.82, bottle flake is approximately 0.72, thermoforms can be as low as 0.65



Labels – Substrate and Adhesives



Absorbent Pads



Pad Adhesives



Driscoll’s 
Clamshell-to-Clamshell Recycling Initiative



Resources



Thank You



Appendix



Packaging and Berry Supply Chain


